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George  Benjamin  Allen (1822-1897)  was  born  in  London  and  trained  early  as 
chorister  at  St.  Martin-in-the-Flelds  and  Westminster  Abbey.   He  established  the 
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at  All  Saints’,  Kensington,  London.   He  relocated  to  Melbourne,  Australia,  as 
organist  at  Toorak,  Melbourne,  and  became  conductor  of  Lyster’s  Opera  Company.   
He later organized an opera company of his own which he traveled through Australia, 
New Zealand and India.  For a time, he returned to England and established a comedy 
opera  company,  which produced several  operas  by  Sir  Arthur  Sullivan.   He died  in 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.  He was active as a composer and wrote 5 operas, 3 
cantatas, 2 Te Deums, anthems, part-songs and about 300 songs.



     Aurora wakes in golden light, 
     The skylark wings his upward flight 
O’er meadows green and pearly; 
     The blackbird whistles on the bough, 
     The merry thrush is piping now, 
All in the morning early. 

     Her blithesome tune the milkmaid sings 
    As home the dripping pail she brings 
Where meadow dews are pearly; 
     A sound of joy is on the breeze, 
     And birds make vocal all the trees, 
All in the morning early.

Anon.
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